
 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

The next meeting of the 2nd Gen group will be on 

Sunday, May 6, 2018 from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at the 

CVHEN library. For more Information, contact Maria 

Winkler mpwinkler@yahoo.com. 

FOR THE CLASSROOM 

In February, the Central Valley Holocaust Educators’ 

Network led a new workshop for area teachers. The 

workshop, “Beyond the Book” was combined with an 

opportunity to meet CVHEN 2nd Gen Speakers. 

Teachers walked through activities and strategies 

that can be effectively incorporated into Holocaust 

units. They learned various ways to include primary 

source documents and historical timelines, while 

helping students develop their understanding of the 

Holocaust. These are strategies that are immediately 

applicable to English or Social Studies. 

Adult children of Holocaust survivors, members of 

CVHEN’s 2nd Gen group, spoke to participants about 

how their families’ stories can be shared in the 

context of their curriculum.  It was a unique 

opportunity to collaborate about this important history. 

Teacher’s Response: Katie Smith from Butte County said, “ I 

found this to be so helpful.  Thank you for your great insight and 

terrific resources.  I hope to come to many more workshops in 

the future. 

CVHEN HOLOCAUST 
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RESOURCE  CENTER  
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THURSDAY: 10:00  - 1:00  

 
Spring 2018 

!

IN THE CLASSROOM 
 

Caren Rubin, a 

member of  2nd 

Gen, spoke to 

students at Sutter 

Middle School in 

February, 2018. 
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CVHEN Fellows Make an Impression at CATE  

Conference in San Diego 

  

In March, 2018, CVHEN fellows Amy Heno and Jody Cooperman presented a workshop 
at the California Association of Teachers of English Conference (CATE) in San 
Diego.  There were approximately 30 teachers ranging from middle school through 
high school from all over California who came to learn innovative strategies for 
teaching beyond a piece of Holocaust literature. To bring the study meaning and 
depth, the fellows modeled techniques for using primary source documents, diaries 
and testimony. 

 

 

 

Teacher’s Response: 

Lisa Cao from Claremont echoes the group's sentiments when she wrote, “I just wish this workshop was 

even longer!  Thank you so much!” 

 

 

 



CVHEN Fellows’ Corner       3 
Dawnielle Black, Amy Hero and Jody Cooperman have been fellows with CVHEN since 
2012.  Their journeys started simply.  They attended CVHEN teacher workshops that made 
them want to learn all that they could about Holocaust history.  Since becoming a part of 
this fellowship program, Dawnielle, Amy and Jody have had the opportunity to lead 
workshops, study under a leading Holocaust educator and expand their knowledge.  Their 
students have directly benefitted from their work.  CVHEN has a cohort of 200+ teachers in 
Northern California and plans on adding two more teachers to the fellowship program this 
year. 

             

     Jody Cooperman          Amy Matt Heno              Dawnielle Black 

 

 

The fellows of CVHEN and 2nd Generation Speakers have been invited to facilitate the 
opening day of a three-day teacher institute on the “Danger of A Single Story” this summer 
for the Elk Grove Unified School District.  The institute was inspired by CVHEN Fellow Amy 
Heno’s powerful presentation from the CVHEN sponsored Beyond the Book workshop in 
February.  Heno, introduced the workshop by having participants view Chimamanda 
Ngozi’s Adichie, TED Talk on the “Danger of a Single Story,” to ground her work in the 
understanding that there is a narrative of the Holocaust people have learned that while 
powerful, omits the vast diversity of experiences and excludes those who do not fit in to the 
accepted narrative.  The TED Talk and lesson presented to the teachers laid an impressive 
foundation that was strengthened by the variety of stories shared by the 2nd Gen Speakers 
who also participated in the evening’s events.  The response by the teachers who 
participated in the workshop and the recognition that there are other narratives of history 
that limit the voices of those who do not fit the accepted story shaped the three day 
institute.  The institute represents a great opportunity for CVHEN and the 2nd Gen Speakers 
to expand the narrative of the Holocaust to a larger audience of teachers, as well as lay the  
groundwork for a robust, enlightening and meaningful three days of learning, understanding and 

self-reflection. 

CVHEN FELLOWS AND 2ND GEN SPEAKERS TO OPEN 3-DAY TEACHER 
INSTITUTE AT ELK GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT by Dawnielle Black 
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CVHEN 2nd Gen Group has thrived since 2014 

under the leadership of Maria Winkler and David 

Komar.  Members of the 2nd Gen group are 

descendants of Holocaust survivors, spouses, 

and others affected by the Holocaust, who care 

about keeping the stories of survivors and the 

Holocaust alive and relevant.  The group meets 

monthly at the CVHEN library for camaraderie, 

speakers, lively discussion, and community 

outreach. There has even been a break out 

group created led by Diane Weber, LCSW.  We 

are thrilled that our membership has grown to 

68! 

The 2nd Gen group accomplished much in 

2017.  Many members shared their family’s 

stories at monthly meetings and a new 2018 2nd 

Gen calendar was created. This summer the 

group is planning a trip to the Museum of 

Tolerance in Los Angeles.  Meetings are held on 

the second Sunday of each month.  Dates 

coming up are May 6,  June 10,  and   

July 8.  Contact 2G group co-coordinators Maria 

Winkler (mpwinkler@yahoo.com) or Diane 

Weber (oobliett@hotmail.com) for more 

information.  

 Maria Winkler  David Komar 

 

CENTRAL VALLEY HOLOCAUST 
EDUCATORS’ NETWORK SPEAKERS 

BUREAU ACTIVITIES 
 
Several members of the CVHEN Speakers 
Bureau recently spoke at many area schools, 
events, and community meetings. Speakers 
included Liz Igra, David Komar, Diane Weber, 
Maria Winkler, Caren Rubin, Elissa Einhorn, 
Tamara Theodora, Estelle Tansey, and C.B. 
The talks were given at Beth Shalom/Mosaic 
Law Congregation Religious School, Sutter 
Middle School, Elk Grove High School, El 
Camino High School, Butte Charter School in 
Chico, Tokay High School in Lodi, Franklin and 
Bear Creek High Schools in Stockton, College 
Park High School in Pleasant Hill, Hillel at U.C. 
Davis, J & S Performing Arts Center in 
Vacaville, Bet Haverim Congregation in Davis 
and the Retired Physician’s Book Club. 

 

Members of the 2nd Gen group held a festive 
meeting to celebrate Hanukkah in December. 
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 NEED SOMEONE TO SPEAK TO 
YOUR GROUP? 

 
The Jewish community gets many requests from 

various groups, including schools, to provide 

Holocaust survivors who can speak about their 

experiences. As the number of survivors 

dwindles, CVHEN has also established a 

speakers bureau of adult children of Holocaust 

survivors to give voice to their parents’ personal 

experiences. 

 

The CVHEN 2nd Gen Speakers Bureau works 

with adult children of Holocaust survivors to help 

them put their parents’ experiences in historical 

context for students and civic groups, adjust their 

presentations for different audiences, and 

permanently organize their parents’ stories, 

photographs, letters, testimony and documents. 

For more information about past presentations, go 

to http://www.cvhen.com. To arrange for a 

speaker, contact Liz Igra at Liz@cvhen.com or 

(916) 335-7217. 

Community Events 
Promoting Holocaust remembrance through 
knowledge and understanding.

Teacher Training Workshops 
Offering support and resources for effective 
Holocaust curriculum.

Second Generation Group 
Empowering and encouraging 2nd Gen 
participation in community Holocaust education 
and remembrances.

Speaker Training 
Preparing speakers to present family stories 
effectively and in historical context.

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
Open to the public.

Sunday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wednesday 1 to 6 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
or by appointment: liz@cvhen.com

For more information, visit www.cvhen.com

 
Over 200 different people have visited our 
library; teachers, students, members of the 2nd 
Gen. community groups as well as individuals who 
wish to trace their roots are finding valuable 
resources; a collection of documents has been 
archived as have donations of artifacts; it is an ideal 
space for teachers to collaborate on lessons and for 
2nd Gen members to further their ability to find 
ways to contextualize their family histories; we are 
developing a core of translators to provide access to 
documents and artifacts in a variety of languages. 

Here is what’s been happening at the CVHEN Holocaust Library and 
Resource Center: 



 

  

Who	  we	  are	  	  
We	  envision	  a	  world	  in	  which	  diverse	  peoples	  live	  together	  in	  peace.	  	  We	  believe	  
that	  effectively	  teaching	  children	  about	  tolerance	  and	  human	  rights,	  the	  
Holocaust	  and	  other	  genocides	  will	  help	  them	  recognize	  the	  conditions	  under	  
which	  genocides	  arise	  and	  how	  to	  make	  wise	  moral	  choices	  when	  they	  grow	  
up.	  	  We	  work	  with	  teachers	  of	  elementary	  through	  high	  school	  grades	  
throughout	  the	  Central	  Valley.	  
	  

Our	  Mission	  
The	  Central	  Valley	  Holocaust	  Educators’	  Network	  is	  dedicated	  to	  supporting	  
teachers	  in	  effectively	  implementing	  a	  Holocaust	  curriculum	  that	  meets	  
California	  Social	  Studies	  and	  Language	  Arts	  Standards.	  	  With	  an	  understanding	  
of	  the	  constraints	  that	  teachers	  face,	  we	  help	  them	  respond	  to	  a	  variety	  of	  
challenges	  that	  this	  complex	  curriculum	  presents.	  	  We	  offer	  ongoing	  follow-‐up	  
training	  and	  resources	  that	  build	  upon	  the	  foundation	  laid	  by	  acclaimed	  
programs	  that	  offer	  Holocaust	  education	  seminars.	  

Liz Igra, President of the Central  

Valley Holocaust Educators’ 

Network


